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SPEAKERS
Max Abrahms is a postdoctoral fellow at the Dickey Center for International
Understanding at Dartmouth College. He also works with Col. Joseph Felter on
the related issue of counterinsurgency as a postdoctoral fellow on the Empirical
Studies of Conflict project. Abrahms’ research focuses on the consequences of
terrorism, its motives, and the implications for counterterrorism strategy. He has
published on these topics in Comparative Political Studies, International
Security, Security Studies, Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, Terrorism and
Political Violence, and in several edited volumes. He has appeared as a
terrorism analyst on ABC News, Al-Arabiyya, Al-Hurra, Al-Jazeera, BBC, CBS,
CNN, CNN Financial, Fox News, National Public Radio, and PBS. Abrahms also
designs and teaches courses on asymmetric conflict at Dartmouth College and
Johns Hopkins University. He holds degrees in political science from Penn
(B.A.), Oxford (M.Phil.), and UCLA (Ph.D.).
Kathryn McNabb Cochran is a doctoral candidate in Political Science at Duke
University with concentrations in international relations and political
methodology. Her B.A. and M.A. are also from Duke University. In addition to
her dissertation, which focuses on the reputational consequences of interstate
war, her research includes the causes and consequences of civilian victimization
and the domestic politics of American foreign policy. She has presented her
research at numerous national conferences and has co-authored a paper on the
military effectiveness of civilian victimization that will be published this fall. She
has received a number of academic awards including the 2009 Alona Evans
Fellowship and the 2008 MPSA Best Paper in International Relations. She is
currently a fellow at the Program for Advanced Research in the Social Sciences
(PARISS) at Duke University. Prior to graduate school, she worked as a
legislative assistant for Congressman Buyer (IN-04) where among other things
she handled committee work on telecommunications and energy policy.
Katherine Epstein is a doctoral candidate at the Ohio State University. She
graduated from Yale University summa cum laude with a B.A. in History with
distinction in 2004. She received her M.Phil. in International Relations with
distinction from the University of Cambridge in 2005. Her master's thesis
explored a British imperialist named Leo Amery and his ideas on air power. Her
doctoral dissertation compares British and American torpedo development from
the mid-1890's to World War I, focusing on the physical capabilities of the
technology in terms of speed, range, and accuracy; the naval-industrial

relationship which developed the technology; and its tactical implications.
Patrick Johnston is a Post-Doctoral Fellow in the Department of Political Science
at Stanford University, a Research Fellow in the International Security Program
at Harvard University’s Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, and an
affiliate of the Empirical Studies of Conflict Project. He earned his doctorate from
Northwestern. He was previously a Pre-Doctoral Fellow at Stanford University’s
Center for International Security and Cooperation and a Jennings Randolph
Peace Scholar Dissertation Fellow at the United States Institute of Peace.
Johnston’s research focuses on insurgency and counterinsurgency. He has
written on the effectiveness of a wide variety of conflict resolution and
counterinsurgency tactics, ranging from development assistance programs to
high-value targeting. He has conducted research in Afghanistan, the Philippines,
Liberia, and Sierra Leone His research has appeared in Security Studies, Civil
Wars, the Canadian Journal of African Studies, and the Review of African
Political Economy.
Rosemary A. Kelanic is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science
at the University of Chicago and a 2010-2011 Pre-doctoral Research Fellow in
the International Security Program (ISP) at the Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, Harvard University. Her research interests include
international relations theory, energy security, and resource conflict. Rosemary’s
dissertation examines whether states can blackmail adversaries by threatening to
cut off their access to oil, and if so, why. She has received fellowships from the
University of Chicago Program on International Security Policy, the Chicago
Energy Initiative, and the Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism. She
earned a B.A. in Political Science (summa cum laude) from Bryn Mawr College,
and an M.A. in International Relations, with honors, from the University of
Chicago.
Peter Krause is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Political Science and a
member of the Security Studies Program at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. His dissertation analyzes the political effectiveness of violence
employed by non-state actors within a two-level framework, drawing on fieldwork
in Jordan, Israel, the West Bank, and Lebanon. His other recent research
projects examined the "Afghan Model" of warfare and operations at Tora Bora as
well as methods for improving U.S. engagement with the peoples of the Middle
East, which led to articles published in Security Studies and Middle East Policy,
respectively. He received a B.A. in political science and history from Williams
College. During the 2010-2011 academic year, he will be a predoctoral fellow in
the International Security Program of the Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs at Harvard University.
Jennifer M. Miller is a Ph.D. candidate in history at the University of WisconsinMadison and is currently writing a dissertation exploring U.S.-Japanese relations
after the end of the U.S. occupation of Japan. Miller earned her B.A. (history)

from Wesleyan University and her M.A. (history) from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Miller is the author of “The Struggle to Rearm Japan:
Negotiating the Cold War State in U.S.-Japanese Relations,” forthcoming in the
Journal of Contemporary History. In conjunction with the Wisconsin Historical
Society, she is also the author of two oral history collections about the Korean
and Vietnam Wars. The recipient of a Fulbright Fellowship for dissertation
research, Miller recently returned from two years in Japan, where she studied
Japanese at the Inter-University Center for Japanese Language Studies in
Yokohama and was a visiting researcher at Waseda University in Tokyo. In the
coming year, she will be a lecturer in the history department at Dartmouth
College.
Aaron Rapport is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at
Georgia State University. He holds a B.A. (cum laude) from Northwestern
University and received his doctorate from the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities in August 2010. In the academic year 2009-2010 he held pre-doctoral
fellowships at Harvard University’s Belfer Center for Science and International
Affairs, and the Miller Center of Public Affairs at the University of
Virginia. Beginning August 2010 he will be an assistant professor in the
Department of Political Science at Georgia State University in Atlanta. He has
published an article on the theoretical underpinnings of neoconservativism and
their implications for U.S. foreign policy, “Unexpected Affinities?
Neoconservatism’s Place in IR Theory,” Security Studies, Vol. 17, No. 2, April
2008. He and a colleague are also researching how leaders of autocratic regimes
are able to leverage state weakness to secure their own political survival.
FACULTY DISCUSSANTS
William A. Boettcher III (Ph.D., Ohio State University) is an Associate Professor
of Political Science at North Carolina State University. His research focuses on
the management of risk in foreign policy decision making and the framing of
casualty data. He has published articles in the Journal of Conflict Resolution and
Political Psychology and the Journal of Applied Social Psychology and is the
author of a recent book, Presidential Risk Behavior in Foreign Policy: Prudence
or Peril. This work looks at why Cold War Presidents were willing to risk
entrapment and even war-escalation to contain Communist expansion and to
preserve U.S. credibility.
Dirk Bönker (Ph.D., Johns Hopkins University) is Assistant Professor of History at
Duke University. His research interests focus on the history of warfare, militarism,
and empire in Germany and the United States between 1860 and 1945. He has
published a number of articles in both German and English. Professor Bönker is
currently preparing a book-length study of global militarization and the making of
navalism in Germany and the U.S. before World War I. In 2004-2005 he was the
James Bryant Conant Fellow at the Center for European Studies at Harvard
University.
Mark J.C. Crescenzi (Ph.D., University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign) is an

Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill. He currently is engaged in three major research projects. The first
project concerns the link between international economic interdependence and
conflict, the second focuses on theories of reputation, history, and learning in
world politics, and the third on the role of democracy in international conflict.
Professor Crescenzi has recently contributed articles to the American Journal of
Political Science, Conflict Management and Peace Science, International Studies
Quarterly, the Journal of Conflict Resolution, the Journal of Peace Research, and
the Journal of Politics. He also published a book in 2005 with Lexington Books on
the subject of economic interdependence and conflict.
Alexander B. Downes (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is Assistant Professor of
Political Science at Duke University specializing in international security. His
research interests include the causes and effectiveness of civilian victimization in
warfare; the utility of foreign-imposed regime change for achieving states' goals,
as well as the effects of foreign-imposed regime change on target states; and the
determinants of military effectiveness. Downes's book Targeting Civilians in War
was published by Cornell University Press in 2008. Professor Downes's work has
appeared in the journals Civil Wars, International Security, Journal of Conflict
Resolution, SAIS Review, and Security Studies. He has held fellowships at the
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University (2007/08);
the Center for International Security and Cooperation, Stanford University
(2003/04); and the Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard University
(2002/03).
Stephen Gent (Ph.D., University of Rochester) is Assistant Professor of Political
Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he teaches
courses in international relations and quantitative methods. His main research
interests include conflict management, military intervention, and formal models of
conflict. His current research focuses on the use of international arbitration and
adjudication to resolve competing territorial, maritime, and river claims between
states. His work has appeared or is forthcoming in the Journal of Politics,
International Studies Quarterly, Conflict Management and Peace Science, and
International Interactions.
Joseph M. Grieco (Ph.D., Cornell University) is Professor of Political Science at
Duke University. His research concentrates on theories of international relations,
issues of international political economy, and problems of international conflict.
He is the author of Cooperation Among Nations: Europe, America, and Non-Tariff
Barriers to Trade, and Between Dependency and Autonomy: India's Experience
with the International Computer Industry; and the co-author (with G. John
Ikenberry) of State Power and World Markets: The International Political
Economy and a number of articles. He served with the Office of the United States
Trade Representative and the International Monetary Fund as an International
Affairs Fellow of the Council on Foreign Relations, 1990-91. During the summer
of 1994 he was the Karl W. Deutsch Visiting Professor at the

Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin; and since 1996 he has been a Visiting Professor
at the Post Graduate School of Economics and International Relations at the
Catholic University of Milan.
Timothy (Tim) McKeown (Ph.D., Stanford University) is Professor of Political
Science at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Prior to UNC, he
taught at Carnegie-Mellon, Duke, Moscow State Institute of International
Relations (Russian Federation), and the New School for Democratic
Management. He teaches undergraduate courses in U.S. foreign policy,
international environmental politics, and international organizations, and also
offers graduate seminars in international political economy and foreign policy
decision-making. His research explores the determinants of nations’ foreign
policies, especially foreign economic policy. Methodologically, he continues to
work on developing the theory and methods of qualitative research, especially
the systematic observation of archival material.
Michael J. Struett (Ph.D., University of California - Irvine) is an Assistant
Professor of Political Science in the School of Public and International Affairs at
North Carolina State University. His research interests include international
relations theory, international organizations, and the politics of international law.
He is interested in the role of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in world
politics and particularly their participation in meetings of international
organizations. He also has particular expertise on the International Criminal
Court and the politics of war crimes trials. He is the author of The Politics of
Constructing the International Criminal Court: NGOs, Discourse, and Agency
(2008).
Gerhard L. Weinberg (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is an internationally
recognized authority on Nazi Germany and the origins and course of World War
II. A retired Kenan Professor of History, he is the author or editor of numerous
books and articles on twentieth-century European and world history. Formerly the
president of the German Studies Association, he has held numerous other offices
in such professional organizations as the American Historical Association and the
Southern Historical Association. Weinberg has also served on U.S. government
advisory committees. He is the author of more than ten books, including A World
at Arms: A Global History of World War II (which received three major awards for
scholarship, was a Book of the Month Club Main Selection, and is widely
considered to be the best single-volume history of World War Two), Visions of
Victory: The Hopes of Eight World War Two Leaders, and Hitler’s Foreign Policy:
1933-1939 The Road to World War II. In 2009 he won the Pritzker Military Library
Literature Award. This award recognizes a living author for a body of work that
has profoundly enriched the public’s understanding of American military history
CHAIRS
Henry (Hal) Brands (Ph.D., Yale University) is an Assistant Professor of Public
Policy and an affiliate of the Program in American Grand Strategy at Duke

University.
Prior to coming to Duke, he was a researcher at the Institute for Defense
Analyses. Dr. Brands is a historian whose research focuses on U.S. foreign
policy, Cold War history, Latin American security and diplomacy, and strategic
and military issues. He is the author of From Berlin to Baghdad: America’s
Search for Purpose in the Post-Cold War World (2008).
His second book, Latin America's Cold War (2010), was adapted from his
dissertation, which won the John Addison Porter Prize for Best Dissertation in the
Humanities and the Mary and Arthur Wright Prize for Best Dissertation in NonU.S. or European History.
Joseph (Joe) Caddell (Ph.D., Duke University) is Adjunct Instructor of History at
North Carolina State University and Visiting Instructor at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill where he teaches a wide variety of classes, including the
History of Air Power, the History of Sea Power, U.S. Military History, the History
of Intelligence, and National and International Security. He has also taught
Warning Intelligence for the Department of Defense. His dissertation focused on
the development of U.S. Air Force tactical air power doctrine, 1945-1950. He
has edited three works: Nuclear Strategy, The Superpowers, and Arms Control
and written a monograph on deception for the Strategic Studies Institute.
Michael Cobb (Ph.D., University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign) is an Associate
Professor in Political Science at North Carolina State University. His research on
public opinion and political behavior has been published in journals such as the
American Journal of Political Science, the Journal of Politics, the Journal of
Conflict Resolution, and Political Research Quarterly. He studies citizen
deliberation about science and technology issues, the prevalence and
consequences of exposure to misinformation, and how elite framing and media
coverage of casualties affect public opinion about war.
Peter D. Feaver (Ph.D., Harvard) is a Professor of Political Science and Public
Policy at Duke University and Director of the Triangle Institute for Security
Studies (TISS). He served as Special Advisor for Strategic Planning and
Institutional Reform on the National Security Council (2005-2007) and as Director
for Defense Policy and Arms Control on the National Security Council (19931994). Professor Feaver co-directed two major research projects, “Managing
Interventions after September 11” and “The Civil-Military Gap and American
National Security.” He has written eight books, most recently, with Christopher
Gelpi and Jason Reifler, Paying the Human Costs of War (2009). He has also
published over thirty articles and book chapters on American foreign policy,
nuclear proliferation, civil-military relations, information warfare, and U.S. national
security. He is a member of the Aspen Strategy Group.
Sean Giovanello (Ph.D., Brandeis University) is Assistant Professor of Political
Science at Elon University. His previous appointments were at UNC-Pembroke
and Stonehill College. He has taught a wide variety of courses, including the

Introduction to International Relations, Introduction to American Government,
Contemporary Global Issues, American Foreign Policy, War, Weapons of Mass
Destruction, International Security Policy, International Relations Theory,
Congress, American Political Development, Asian Politics, and International
Political Economy. His research interests are focused on the domestic politics of
Arms Control Treaty Ratification. For his doctoral thesis he focused in particular
on the cases of the Chemical Weapons Convention and the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty. In 2003 he was a participant in the Nonproliferation Summer
Institute, Asheville, North Carolina.
Lada Kochtcheeva (Ph.D., University of Oregon) is an Assistant Professor of
Political Science in the School of Public and International Affairs at the North
Carolina State University. She received her B.S. in Ecology and Nature
Management from the Russian University of Peoples’ Friendship. She graduated
with a Master of Environmental Studies from the Evergreen State College. Her
current research interests focus on environmental regulatory policy issues, postSoviet politics, and globalization from comparative historical and institutionalist
perspectives. She is also interested in post-communist development, regional
economy and security issues in Eurasia, and the aspects the influence of
globalization on different countries in the world. She is the author of Comparative
Environmental Regulation in the United States and Russia: Institutions, Flexible
Instruments, and Governance.
Rolin Mainuddin (Ph.D., University of Kansas-Lawrence) is Associate Professor
of Political Science at North Carolina Central University, where he has taught
since 1995. He holds his master's (1982) and bachelor's (1981) in international
relations from the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh. He has been on the
International Board of Editors of the International Journal of South Asian Studies
India) since 2008. He has served as President of the North Carolina Political
Science Association, 2002–2003 and President of the Association of Third World
Studies, 1998–1999. His research interest is in international security and religion
and politics, with attention to the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and
political Islam.
Mark T. Nance (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison) Mark T. Nance (Ph.D.,
University of Wisconsin-Madison) is an Assistant Professor in the School of
Public and International Affairs at North Carolina State University, where he
teaches primarily International Political Economy and European politics. His
research focuses on the impact of non-binding international institutions,
particularly in international economic cooperation. He currently is working on
projects regarding the development of the international anti-money laundering
regime and international efforts to prevent illicit nuclear proliferation. Past
projects and publications have focused on new governance mechanisms in the
context of the European Union’s economic and social policies, as well as in
international security policy.
David H. Schanzer (J.D., Harvard Law School) is Associate Professor of the

Practice for Public Policy at Duke University and Director of the Triangle Center
on Terrorism and Homeland Security, a research consortium between Duke
University, the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, and RTI International. In
these capacities, he teaches courses on counterterrorism strategy,
counterterrorism law, and homeland security. He also serves as the director for
strategy and outreach for the Institute of Homeland Security Solutions, a North
Carolina-based research consortium focused on applied social science research
for homeland security. Prior to his academic appointments, Schanzer was the
Democratic staff director for the House of Representatives Committee on
Homeland Security from 2003-2005.
GRADUATE STUDENT QUESTIONERS
Wynne Beers (B.S., U.S. Military Academy) is a history graduate student at the
University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill). His research focuses on the
development of counterinsurgency doctrine during the French wars in Indochina
and Algeria. An active duty Army officer, Beers previously served in tank units in
Germany and Kansas that included two tours to Iraq. Upon completing studies in
Chapel Hill, Wynne Beers will teach military history at West Point.
Daniel Bessner (B.A., Columbia University) is a fourth-year Ph.D. student in the
Duke University Department of History, focusing on western military history,
international relations, and security studies. His dissertation focuses on the
influence of German exiles from National Socialism on American foreign
policymaking institutions in the early Cold War. Daniel also researched terrorism,
and has translated Karl Heinzen's 1850 manifesto Mord und Freiheit, one of the
first modern texts to call explicitly for the annihilation of civilian populaces.
Rebecca Best (B.A., East Carolina University, M.A., University of North CarolinaChapel Hill) is currently a Ph.D. student in the Political Science Department at
the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill with concentrations in international
relations, political methodology, and comparative politics. Her research focuses
on formal modeling of the effects of factionalization on insurgency and
negotiations.
Mary Beth Basile Chopas (B.A., Dartmouth College, J.D., Boston College Law
School) is a Ph.D. student in history at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill and an adjunct professor at UNC School of Law. Her research interests
include military history, specifically the internment and exclusion of Italians during
World War II. She has published articles in several law journals in the areas of
legal ethics and the history of the legal profession. She also co-authored “Lex
Mercatoria and Legal Pluralism: A Late Thirteenth-Century Treatise and its
Afterlife,” a publication of the Harvard Law School Ames Foundation.
Kristen Dolan (B.A., Kansas State University; M.A., University of Nevada-Las
Vegas; M.A., U.S. Naval War College) is a 3rd-year graduate student studying
European and military history at the University of North Carolina-Chapel
Hill. Prior to coming to UNC, she served in various command and control

assignments in the U.S. Air Force from 1985-2005. Her research interests
include modern Germany, comparative military occupation, and civil-military
relations.
Doug Leonard (B.S., U.S. Air Force Academy; M.A., Florida State University) is
a Ph.D. candidate in history at Duke University. His research focuses on the
production of knowledge in French colonial Africa, a network that included
military officers, colonial savants, and metropolitan academics. An active duty
officer in the U.S. Air Force, Leonard has previously served on the faculty at the
U.S. Air Force Academy and in intelligence assignments from Virginia to Japan.
Rachel Levandoski (B.A., University of Michigan; M.A., University of North
Carolina-Chapel Hill) is a third-year graduate student of American military history
at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill with an interest in military medicine
and the Vietnam War. Her research examines the psychological trauma of war
and the way civilian, military, and medical discourses on combat trauma
influenced one another before, during, and after the Vietnam War.
Charles Miller (B.A., University of Cambridge; M.A., University of Chicago) is a
Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at Duke University. He worked for a number
of years in the business world in companies such as Coors Brewing Company
and Barclays Wealth Management. He is the author of a Strategic Studies Letort
Paper on "Endgame for the West in Afghanistan? Explaining the Decline in
Support for the War in Afghanistan in the United States, Great Britain, Canada,
Australia, France, and Germany"	
  

