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Sarah Barksdale is a Ph.D. candidate in U.S. History at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill. Originally from Baltimore, MD, she received her B.A. at Smith College in
Northampton, MA in American Studies and African American Studies. In graduate school she
began studying twentieth-century U.S. military history, specifically African Americans in the
military and desegregation. Her dissertation on African American veterans of World War II is
an extension of her M.A. thesis on African American soldiers in combat arms. Sarah received
doctoral fellowships to complete her research in Washington D.C. with the U.S. Army Center
for Military History and the German Historical Institute. Currently finishing a five year
University Fellowship at the University of North Carolina, she plans to graduate in May 2013.
Austin Carson is a doctoral candidate in political science at The Ohio State University, serving
as a Predoctoral Research Fellow at the Institute for Security and Conflict Studies at George
Washington University for 2012-2013. His B.A. is from Michigan State University where he
majored in International Relations and enjoyed a successful policy debate career. From 20022005, Austin served as a research analyst with the Center for Strategic & International Studies
under Robert Einhorn on nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction non-proliferation
projects. His research interest is the intersection of political accountability and national
security, focusing specifically on secrecy in foreign policy. His dissertation theorizes the use of
secrecy in military interventions. Additional research projects analyze other dimensions of
information concealment strategies, including their impact on the rise of international norms
and use in international organizations.
Sarah Douglas received her Bachelor of Arts degree with Honors in the Liberal Arts and with
Distinction in History from The Ohio State University in 2007. She completed her Master of Arts
degree in 2009 at OSU and achieved candidacy in 2010 focusing on the fields of military history
with Dr. John Guilmartin and Dr. Geoffrey Parker, medieval history with Dr. Barbara
Hanawalt, and East Asian history with Dr. Patricia Sieber. In addition to serving on the
Graduate Student Council and in the University Senate, she has been the recipient of an Ohio
State Graduate Enrichment Fellowship as well as multiple History Department awards for her
dissertation research. She has also been the recipient of multiple Bradley Foundation
Fellowships and she was a fellow at the West Point Summer Seminar in Military History in
2010. She has planned two international military history graduate conferences hosted at Ohio
State entitled Military Frontiers and her first article, “The Search for Hitler: Hugh Trevor-Roper,
Humphrey Searle, and the Last Days of Adolf Hitler,” will be published by The Journal of
Military History in the winter of 2013.
Jeffrey Friedman is a Ph.D. candidate at the Harvard Kennedy School, is a political scientist
who specializes in national security affairs. His research examines the theoretical and empirical
foundations of military doctrine and strategy. He is currently a graduate student associate at the
Weatherhead Center for International Affairs. He has held research positions working at the
World Bank, the Council on Foreign Relations, and the International Security Assistance ForceAfghanistan.
Joshua Kertzer is a Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at the Ohio State University. His
research, currently supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada, and the National Science Foundation's Time-Sharing Experiments for the Social
Sciences (TESS), focuses on the intersection of international security, political psychology, and
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political methodology, and has been published in a number of outlets, including International
Studies Quarterly. His dissertation, "Resolve in International Politics", seeks to find evidence of
psychological microfoundations for resolve in military interventions, combining experimental
and observational data to explain why some actors display remarkable persistence in military
interventions, while others "cut and run."
Charles Miller is a Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at Duke University. He earned a BA
from the University of Cambridge, UK and an MA from the University of Chicago. He worked
for a number of years in the business world in companies such as Coors Brewing Company and
Barclays Wealth Management. He is the author of a Strategic Studies Letort Paper on "Endgame
for the West in Afghanistan? Explaining the Decline in Support for the War in Afghanistan in
the United States, Great Britain, Canada, Australia, France, and Germany."
Patrick Shea is a Ph.D. candidate in the Political Science Department at Rutgers University,
where he expects to defend his dissertation in the spring of 2013. His primary field is
international relations, with a particular interest in war finance. In his dissertation, Shea
examines how governments attain sovereign credit for military purposes using both statistical
and qualitative research methods. He received the World Politics and Statecraft Fellowship
from the Smith Richardson Foundation to complete a new data set on war loans. His teaching
portfolio includes Political Methodology, Causes of War, and American Foreign Policy. He is a
recipient of a M.A. in Economics from Fordham University in 2008, and a B.A. in Politics
Science from Siena College in 2003.
Jane Vaynman, Harvard University (Political Science) is PhD candidate at the Department of
Government at Harvard University. During the 2012-2013 academic year, she will be a Stanton
Nuclear Security predoctoral fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. Jane’s research
interests include security cooperation between adversarial states, the design of arms control
agreements, and the nuclear nonproliferation regime. She was previously a National Security
Fellow at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and conducted research in the
Russian Federation on a Fulbright. Jane has worked at the Carnegie Moscow Center and the
Nonproliferation Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, as well as at the
Bureau of Arms Control, Verification and Compliance at the US Department of State. Jane
received her BA in International Relations from Stanford University with honors in security
studies from the Center for International Security and Cooperation.

